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Message from the Chief Executive
I am delighted to welcome the third Heritage Plan for County Westmeath, which reflects the ongoing commitment 
of Westmeath County Council’s Executive and Elected Members in caring for our Heritage.

Westmeath has a rich and unique heritage of which we can be proud. The Heritage Plan sets out objectives 
and provides practical actions to ensure the preservation, protection, promotion and enjoyment of our heritage 
in a sustainable manner over the next five and a half years. The key objectives of the plan are underpinned 
by our broader vision for economic, tourism and community development as outlined in the plans and policy 
documents of Westmeath County Council. 

I would like to thank the various statutory bodies, community, and environmental groups who generously 
gave of their time and worked in partnership through the Westmeath Heritage Forum on the preparation of 
this plan. The implementation of the Heritage Plan will be overseen by the Heritage Forum with support from 
Westmeath County Council, the Heritage Council and other partners. The support of these partners is gratefully 
acknowledged.

I look forward to the implementation of the Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018-2023 and the benefits it will bring to 
those living, working in and visiting Westmeath.

Foreword

Belvedere House, Gardens and Park, Mullingar

Pat Gallagher
Chief Executive Westmeath County Council
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Message from the Chairman of the Heritage Forum
It gives me great pleasure as Chairman of the Westmeath Heritage Forum, to be associated with producing 
the third Heritage Plan for Westmeath. Our County has a rich and varied heritage and this plan puts a clear 
framework in place through which we can protect, manage and celebrate that heritage in the coming years, 
building on the strength of previous plans and on work done to date.

Our definition and perception of heritage has been broadened in recent years and this plan is cognisant of all 
aspects of our heritage, both tangible and intangible. It is fitting that we launch this plan in 2018 during the 
European Year of Cultural Heritage. 

The Heritage Forum has taken an inclusive approach to preparing this plan and I would like to thank each member 
of the Heritage Forum for their commitment to the process. I would also like to thank all those who attended 
meetings and those made written submissions during the two phases of public consultation on this plan. 

The protection of our heritage begins at local level and this plan aims to raise awareness, deepen understanding 
and appreciation of our unique heritage, while also working to assure its continued preservation for the 
enjoyment of future generations. 

I welcome the publication of this plan and look forward to working with the Heritage Forum and our partners 
to deliver this plan. I acknowledge the support of Westmeath County Council, the Heritage Council and other 
partners in facilitating the implementation of this plan. 

The Westmeath Heritage Plan is for the people of the County and I encourage everyone to read the plan, engage 
with it and work towards realising the actions outlined therein. 

Cllr. Andrew Duncan 
Chairman of the Westmeath Heritage Forum
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Our Heritage encompasses a broad range of natural, built and cultural elements. This brief introduction 
highlights just some of the aspects of Westmeath’s rich and diverse heritage.

The landscape of County Westmeath is largely rural and is broadly characterised by hills in the north, lakes in the 
centre, eskers in the south and the River Shannon along its western boundary. Within the County are a range of 
species rich habitats including peatlands, rivers, canals, lakes, woodlands, eskers, grasslands, and hedgerows. 
Many of these habitats have been designated National Heritage Areas, Special Areas of Conservation and 
Special Protection Areas and are afforded protection under National and European Legislation because of their 
importance for biodiversity1.  

County Westmeath boasts a wealth of archaeological monuments including the royal site of Uisneach, prehistoric 
barrow burials, wooden trackways, such as the Bronze Age road way at Mayne, earthworks, crannógs and 
ringforts. There are many fine examples of mottes (and baileys), tower houses, and several deserted medieval 
settlements. Our rich ecclesiastical heritage includes church and abbey ruins, graveyards, high crosses and holy 
wells, notable sites include those in Fore. Our archaeological heritage includes artefacts, the earliest of which 
are stone tools dating from the Mesolithic period (c.9,000 - 5,000 years ago). Some of the more famous artefacts 
found in Westmeath include gold ear-spools (from the Mullingar area), the Lough Lene Bell, the Balinderry 
Gaming Board, and several Viking hoards. 

Westmeath has many significant built heritage sites and historic landscape areas, including such well known 
examples as Tullynally Castle, Moydrum Castle and Belvedere House. Along with fine historic houses, their 
associated demesne lands and follies, our architectural heritage includes vernacular buildings that reflect our 
rural traditions. In urban settings there are many areas of architectural significance, several of which have been 
designated Architectural Conservation areas (ACAs)2, our historic towns, include the walled town of Athlone 
and planned towns, such as Castlepollard and Tyrrellspass. The army barracks in Athlone and Mullingar are 
noteworthy sites of built heritage significance, as are the variety of industrial heritage sites within the county. 
These include our canals, bridges, railways, mills, and distilleries.  

History of national and local scale, whether written or oral, forms a significant part of our heritage. Our cultural 
heritage includes mythology associated with the county and the wider area such as the story of the Children of 
Lír and An Táin Bó Cuailigne (Cattle Raid of Cooley). Westmeath is closely associated with a number of important 
writers and scientists. These include Jonathan Swift, Oliver Goldsmith, James Joyce, John Broderick, as well as 
astronomers William E. Wilson and Kenneth Edgeworth. The county is also associated with a wealth of musical 
talent such as that of Count John McCormick and Uilleann piper Willie Reynolds. Our intangible cultural heritage 
includes language, folklore and place names as well as dance, traditional skills and foods. 

Westmeath Heritage Forum recognises the significant contribution that heritage makes not only to the 
socioeconomic development of the county but also to quality of life and instilling a sense of place. 

This is the third Heritage Plan for County Westmeath, covering the period 2018 - 2023. It has been prepared 
by the Westmeath Heritage Forum following consultation with the people of the County, local, regional, and 
national organisations with an interest in and remit for, the heritage of Westmeath.

1See the Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 (pge. 12-13) for further details 
2For a list of ACAs see Westmeath County Development Plan 2014-2020

Introduction
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Certain principles underpin the objectives of the Heritage Plan and will be borne in mind at all stages of 
implementation.

The principles of Sustainable Development will be applied to all actions undertaken by the Heritage Forum. An 
accepted definition of sustainable development is Development which meets the need of the present generation 
without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their needs.

The principles of Social Inclusion will be applied at all times. In particular, every effort will be made to ensure 
that all events undertaken as part of the delivery of this plan reflect the interests of the socially and culturally 
diverse community of the County, and are accessible to everyone.

The UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for Europe) Convention on Access to Information, Public 
Participation in Decision-making and Access to Justice in Environmental Matters, usually known as the Aarhus 
Convention, came into force in 2001 and was ratified by Ireland in 2013. The Aarhus Convention grants the public 
rights regarding access to information, public participation and access to justice, in governmental decision-
making processes on matters concerning the local, national and transboundary environment. The principles of 
Aarhus will be applied in all actions undertaken by the Heritage Forum.

Guiding Principles

Ringfort in Catherinestown, near Rochfortbridge (Photo by Caimin O’Brien)
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The County Westmeath Heritage Plan 2002-2007 was among the first Heritage Plans published nationally. The 
second Heritage Plan for County Westmeath (2010-2015) was published in 2010. These plans were prepared in 
line with the requirements of the National Heritage Plan (2002) which calls for the preparation of Heritage Plans 
at County level.

The new County Westmeath Heritage Plan aims to build upon the achievements of the first two plans, while 
taking account of changes in the local, national and international environment since the publication of previous 
plans. Several actions of the County Westmeath Heritage Plan 2010-2015, particularly statements of support, 
are on-going. Here are some examples of the actions carried out to date:

• Survey of prehistoric barrows in Westmeath

• Restoration of the beehive mausoleum at Adolphus Cooke’s resting place 

• Created award winning heritage trail in Fore 

• Seminar for owners of Protected Structures 

• Laser scan and 3D modelling of the Bealin High Cross completed and made available on-line

• Restoration of Moate Court House

• Seminar on care, conservation and recording of historic graveyards

• Athlone Castle regeneration project including interpretative centre for visitors

Previous Plans

The Keep, Athlone Castle (photo by Ros Kavanagh)
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The Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 was produced as an action of the Heritage Plan 2010-2015 
and some of the actions carried out under the Biodiversity Action Plan include:

• Workbooks for Primary Schools on ‘Important Habitats of Westmeath’ printed, distributed and made available 
for download.

•	 Information	signs	erected	at	six	conservation	status	lakes	in	Westmeath	and	accompanying	information	leaflets	
produced and distributed.

•	 Series	of	seminars	held	and	information	leaflets	produced	on	aspects	of	biodiversity	such	as	invasive	species.

County Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020
The Westmeath Heritage plan 2018-2023 makes specific provision for biodiversity through Action 3.1. The 
Biodiversity Action Plan outlines four objectives supported by 102 actions, 34 of which are priority actions 
(see Appendix 1). Delivery of the Biodiversity Action Plan is on a partnership basis, overseen by the Natural 
Heritage Working Group of the Westmeath Heritage Forum. The Heritage Forum promotes a fully integrated 
approach to heritage which encompasses built and natural heritage equally. Accordingly, the Forum recognises 
the importance of strengthening the links between the County Heritage Plan and the Biodiversity Action Plan so 
that they continue to inform and complement each other. 

Moate Court House (Photo by Bernadette Solon)
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National Heritage Plan
Under the National Heritage Plan (2002), the preparation of a local heritage plan and establishment of a local 
heritage forum became part of Government policy. At the time of writing, the National Heritage Plan is under 
review and it is expected that a new National Heritage Plan - Heritage Ireland 2030 will be published soon. 

National Planning Framework - Project Ireland 2040
The National Planning Framework (NPF) is a strategic plan for economic, social and environmental development 
in Ireland up to 2040. One of the objectives of the NPF is to preserve and enhance our heritage. Guided by the 
NPF, the National Development Plan 2018-2023 sets out a strategy for capital investment. Heritage is identified 
as one of the strategic investment priorities.

Westmeath County Development Plan 2014-2020 (CDP) 
Westmeath County Development Plan 2014-2020 sets out the statutory framework for land-use planning and 
sustainable development in Westmeath. The County Development Plan is currently being reviewed. The Heritage 
Plan does not repeat the policy commitments of the County Development Plan as it relates to the County’s 
heritage resource, land-use planning and sustainable development. Instead, it aims to support and strengthen 
the County Development Plan and other Plans by providing data and proposing policy that establishes a 
clear direction and framework for heritage in Westmeath and its protection, conservation, management and 
promotion.  

The Local Economic & Community Plan 2015-2020 for County Westmeath (LECP)
The Local Community Development Committee (LCDC) has prepared the Westmeath Local Development Strategy 
2014-2020 and in conjunction with Westmeath County Council the LCDC has prepared the Local Economic & 
Community Plan (LECP) 2015-2020 for County Westmeath. The remit of the LCDC and LECP are; the promotion 
of economic development and the promotion of local and community development in County Westmeath. 
The LECP forms the strategic framework for all publicly funded local, economic and community development 
programmes. 

How this plan was written 
For the purposes of preparing the Westmeath Heritage Plan 2018-2023, the Forum has been guided by the 
Heritage Act (1995). The Heritage Act provides a definition of heritage which includes: monuments, archaeological 
objects, heritage objects, architectural heritage, flora, fauna, wildlife habitats, landscapes, seascapes, wrecks, 
geology, heritage gardens and parks and inland waterways. In addition to these aspects of heritage this plan 
recognises cultural heritage and intangible heritage in the form of oral history, place names, folklore, genealogy, 
traditional skills and crafts, music, dance and film.  

The plan was prepared in accordance with the Heritage Council’s Guidelines for the Preparation of City/County 
Heritage Plans (2003). Following the first meeting of the newly established Westmeath Heritage Forum in 
November 2017, the plan process began with a series of public consultation meetings and a call for pre-draft 
submissions. All submissions were fully considered in compiling the Draft Plan. 

An outline of the Draft Plan was presented to the Strategic Policy Committee on Planning and Transport in 
February 2018, prior to the commencement of the second phase of public consultation. A four week period of 
Public Consultation on the Draft Plan ran until 25th April 2018. Submissions were brought to the Heritage Forum 
for consideration in May and amendments were made to the Plan, as and where deemed appropriate.

The actions outlined in this plan are intentionally broad; the newly formed Heritage Forum and recently appointed 
Heritage Officer are cognisant of the period (five years) that the Plan will cover and at this stage partnerships 
have to be formed and forged to enable the actions to be carried out.      

Context – Local and National
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Appropriate Assessment 
The Habitats Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC), as transposed into Irish law by the European Communities 
(Birds and Natural Habitats) Regulations 2011 requires that all plans and projects must be screened for 
potential impacts on Special Areas of Conservation (SACs) and Special Protection Areas (SPAs). Screening aims 
to establish whether a full Appropriate Assessment under Article 6 of the Directive is required. A Screening for 
Appropriate Assessment was undertaken and having regard to its findings determined, that the Heritage Plan 
2018-2023, either individually or in combination with other plans and projects, is not likely to have an effect on 
the integrity of any Natura 2000 site.  

How the Plan will be implemented
The plan will form the basis for the work of the Heritage Office and the Heritage Forum for the coming years. 
Each year a detailed work programme will be drafted based on the strategic actions of the Plan and current 
priorities. This will be used to apply for funding for various projects from the Heritage Council and other sources. 
Work programmes will be determined by the availability of resources and funding for that year.

It is hoped that local groups and organisations will be active partners in the implementation of the Heritage Plan 
actions; their participation is vital for its successful implementation. The Heritage Forum will work to identify 
opportunities for co-operation with communities and organisations within Westmeath and in surrounding 
counties in relation to implementation of the Heritage Plan. This will be especially relevant in the case of projects 
involving shared natural features. Co-operation will also be important in the area of tourism and in relation to 
monuments in State ownership.

Funding
Budgets, detailed timetables and partners 
for individual projects will be agreed by the 
Heritage Forum and detailed in the annual 
work programme. 

Funding for the implementation of actions 
will be primarily sourced from the Heritage 
Council; through their County Heritage Plan 
Grant Scheme with co-funding provided by 
Westmeath County Council. Projects which 
encourage creative engagement between 
heritage and the arts may benefit from 
Creative Ireland funding and alternative 
funding streams for heritage projects will 
also be explored.

How progress will be measured
The Heritage Forum will meet regularly to 
monitor and evaluate the progress of the 
plan. Ongoing monitoring will allow changes 
to be made to the implementation of the plan 
as necessary, and evaluation at the end of the 
plan delivery period will allow the results of 
the plan to be quantified.The Cat Stone, Uisneach
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The plan structure adopted is as follows:

Objectives
Five objectives have been established in order to facilitate structured heritage development over the 
next five years. The objectives articulate broad statements of intent, which will guide the work of the 
Westmeath Heritage Forum and the Heritage Office.

The following objectives have been adopted:

1. Raise awareness of the heritage of Westmeath and increase understanding of its value 

2. Record the heritage of Westmeath and disseminate data 

3. Promote best practice in conservation and management of the heritage of Westmeath

4. Promote enjoyment and accessibility of heritage 

5. Promote community participation in heritage plans and projects

Statement of Vision and Objectives

Aim

Vision

The aim of this plan is to increase awareness, participation, knowledge, enjoyment 
and understanding of our shared heritage and to ensure its proper conservation, 
management and protection for future generations.  

The rich heritage of County Westmeath will be cherished, valued, conserved and 
enhanced in a manner that is respectful of our past, mindful of our present needs 
and sustainable for future generations.

Nature walk on Carn Park Bog (SAC) Baylin, Athlone (Photo by Melanie McQuade)
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Actions will be initiated to realise the strategic themes identified. Actions
Objective 1: Raise awareness of the heritage of Westmeath and increase 
understanding of its value 

1.1 Disseminate information on all aspects of the heritage of the County through the use of digital technologies, 
via social media and all appropriate means.

1.2 Support and organise conferences, talks, seminars and events on heritage themes relevant to the 
conservation and promotion of Westmeath’s heritage. 

1.3 Promote accessibility by hosting and supporting public events at heritage sites, both publicly and privately 
owned.

1.4 Promote wider awareness of all aspects of heritage through participation in national programmes and events 
such as Heritage Week, Water Day, National Biodiversity Week, Tree Week, Decade of Commemorations, 
Creative Ireland and other appropriate events that may arise during the life of the Plan.

1.5 Promote participation in heritage awareness-raising programmes for schools, such as the Heritage 
Council’s Heritage in Schools programme and other similar initiatives.

1.6 Promote and support the implementation of the All-Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020 (and any revisions to 
the plan thereafter).

1.7 Support and advocate for the provision of a biodiversity education service in the region. 

1.8 Support the Local Authority Water and Communities Office (LAWCO) and work with them to encourage 
public participation in helping to enhance our water quality. 

A
C

T
IO

N
S

Ringed Plover, Lough Ree
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Objective 2: Record the heritage of Westmeath and disseminate data  

2.1 Audit existing surveys/inventories of heritage in Westmeath. Address knowledge gaps by developing and 
implementing a prioritised programme for research and surveys, in partnership with local, regional and 
national bodies. Where practical, collate and make available relevant survey data generated through public 
projects.

2.2 Carry out an audit of County Geological Sites in partnership with Geological Survey of Ireland (GSI), with 
the results informing how best to promote, conserve and develop geosites and geological heritage in 
Westmeath.

2.3 Develop and support projects which record memorials in historic graveyards, in line with best practice and 
employing relevant technologies where appropriate. 

2.4 Initiate and develop a project to record field names in partnership with local communities.

2.5 Support the participation of individuals and communities in recording heritage data of all types (natural, 
built, cultural, tangible and intangible) by providing information, guidance and structured training.

2.6 Ensure that any information generated through the implementation of this plan, previous Heritage Plans 
and the Biodiversity Action Plan (2014-2020) is accessible to all and widely available.

2.7 Encourage and support best practice in researching, compiling and producing books, posters and leaflets 
on various aspects of the heritage of Westmeath.

2.8 Endeavour to work with partners to digitise historical records and make these available where feasible/
appropriate.

A
C
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Kilbixy Church near Ballinacarrigy  (Photo by Bernadette Solon)
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Objective 3:  
Promote best practice in conservation and management of Westmeath 
heritage

3.1 Support the implementation of actions in the County Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan 2014-2020 
(BAP) and support the review and update of this plan as required.

3.2 Support the preparation of Habitat Management Plans for Natura 2000 sites and other relevant sites 
in the County.

3.3 Support the conservation and development of the architectural heritage of the County through the 
provision of appropriate expertise by Westmeath County Council.

3.4 Implement conservation and management plans prepared to date (Athlone Town Walls and 
Defences Conservation Plan, Fore Special Heritage Area Management Study) and others that are 
completed during the life of the Plan. Liaise with stakeholders, including landowners, to support the 
preparation of conservation management plans for key sites including, but not exclusive to, Kilbixy 
and Ardnurcher.

3.5 Engage with key stakeholders to consider proposals for and explore the feasibility of working towards 
developing nature conservation areas and biodiversity access projects at key locations such as the 
River Inny Basin, while also taking into consideration the rich archaeological and cultural heritage 
of this area.

3.6 Work with relevant stakeholders to encourage appropriate alternative uses for vacant heritage 
buildings and structures. 

3.7 Develop a guidance “tool kit” for use at community and professional level for heritage project 
managers to assess management effectiveness.

3.8 Engage key stakeholders in implementing best practice care and conservation of historic graveyards 
and archaeological monuments in Co. Westmeath, with particular focus on those monuments 
deemed to be at risk.

3.9 Develop a heritage assets register for Westmeath County Council to ensure that heritage sites and 
collections in the care and/or ownership of the Council are appropriately managed, interpreted and 
accessible to all. 

3.10 Continue to support the promotion of Uisneach as one of the Royal Sites of Ireland, by means such 
as the proposal for the designation as a UNESCO World Heritage Site and /or other appropriate 
initiatives. (The Royal Sites of Ireland are on the Irish Tentative List of properties for future nomination 
to the UNESCO World Heritage List). 

3.11 Work with all relevant stakeholders to explore and support the most appropriate means and 
measures for the protection, promotion and interpretation of the Bronze Age wooden road and 
trackway at Mayne Bog.

3.12 Liaise with key stakeholders in the care and maintenance of built heritage in Co. Westmeath through 
best practice guidance, promotion of heritage led regeneration, public realm planning, and promotion 
of traditional building skills.

3.13 Identify partners with whom to explore the possibility of developing and implementing a series of 
workshops and knowledge transfer sessions in traditional skills such as building with lime mortar, 
and vernacular crafts.

A
C

T
IO

N
S



COUNTY WESTMEATH 
HERITAGE PLAN 2018-2023 16

Objective 4: Promote enjoyment and accessibility of heritage 

4.1 Where physical access is limited, explore new technologies to bring understanding of archives, heritage 
objects and sites to a wider audience by using digitisation, modelling and related technologies and 
making these accessible on-line where possible / appropriate.

4.2 Liaise with the Tourism Officer and other relevant partners to publish a list with accompanying maps of 
heritage sites which are open to the public in Co. Westmeath. 

4.3 Support efforts to promote sustainable and appropriate heritage-related tourism, ensuring best 
conservation practice. Carry out Appropriate Assessment where required, and encourage input from 
appropriate professionals at all stages including interpretation.

4.4 Research and develop heritage trails in partnership with the Tourism Officer and relevant community 
groups, landowners and other stakeholders/organisations.

4.5 Liaise with relevant sectors in the development of greenways/walking trails/cycling routes to ensure that 
such projects are developed in a sustainable manner and that every opportunity is taken to promote the 
natural and built heritage and its interpretation along such routes. 

4.6 Promote dialogue and engagement between the arts, heritage and cultural sectors through initiatives 
such as Creative Ireland and the Westmeath Culture and Creativity Strategy 2018-2022.

4.7 Encourage and assist museums in the County to work towards the Heritage Council’s Museums Standards 
and Accreditation Programme (MPSI). 

A
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Nature Walk, Coolure, Biodiversity Week 2018
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Objective 5: Promote community participation in heritage plans and projects

5.1 Build the capacity of local communities to engage in sustainable heritage projects by providing the 
necessary advice, information and training. 

5.2 Identify and promote heritage projects where professional heritage groups and communities can work 
together with shared responsibility to increase community capacity development.

5.3 Encourage and support communities in applying for funding for (appropriate) heritage projects.

5.4 Promote Citizen Science programmes which aim to involve everyone in the collection of data on natural 
heritage. 

5.5 Facilitate interactive sharing and community-base learning between different groups.

Winner of Children’s Art Competition celebrating European Year of Cultural Heritage 2018 - Rian Williams, St Tola’s National School, Killuagh
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CHAPTER 6 ACTIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY

# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

16*

Promote mechanical hedgerow cutting only by operators who have 
achieved the Teagasc proficiency standard MT 1302 – Mechanical Hedge 
Trimming or equivalent and to ensure hedge laying is carried put only by 
operators who hold City & Guilds AO20 or equivalent.

M HLAI, Teagasc

17* Promote the planting of new native species hedgerows on land in public 
ownership and privately owned farmland, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

M HLAI, Teagasc

18*
Retain where possible, habitats within developments including 
hedgerows. M HLAI, Teagasc

19
Seek financial support for the restoration to favourable condition of 
hedgerows of heritage value on non AEOS/ GLAS farms on an annual basis.

L WCC, HC

20 Identify and designate Quiet Areas in County Westmeath. M WCC, Local Communities

21 Prepare a Floodplains Management Plan, subject to compliance with the 
Habitats Directive.

L OPW, WI, NPWS

22 Promote wildlife friendly fences. M
DAFM, Coillte, WCC, 
Local Communities

23 Support the introduction of a ‘bag’ limit for the number of birds that 
may be hunted by any one individual, during the hunting season in SPAs.

L NPWS, Gun clubs, NARGC

24
Support banning the use of lead shot on SPAs and phasing out of lead 
shot use in wetlands, and promote the use of environmentally acceptable 
lead alternatives.

L NPWS, Gun clubs, NARGC

25 Promote and co-ordinate a Bog Spring Clean (community-based action), 
outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S IPCC, TT

26 Promote and co-ordinate an annual Royal Canal clean-up (community-
based action).

M WI

27 Enhance public owned lands for biodiversity, including the creation of 
bee and wildlife friendly habitats, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

M WCC

28 Enhance public buildings for biodiversity, including the creation of bee 
and wildlife friendly habitats.

M WCC

29
Enhance biodiversity in Mullingar Town Park in cooperation with the 
Mullingar Community College, including the creation of bee and wildlife 
friendly habitats.

L
Mullingar Community 
College, An Taisce, WCC

30
Promote the use of native plants or horticultural nectar-rich varieties in 
planting schemes in towns and villages.

M TT

31
Limit the use and control the type of herbicides and pesticides used on 
Council owned lands, with particular reference to locations adjacent to 
water courses and flowering plants.

L WCC

32
Identify viable locations and prepare Habitat Management Plans for the 
creation and maintenance of species rich meadows on Council owned 
lands, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S TT, WCC

33 Work with local businesses to enhance company grounds for Biodiversity, 
including the creation of bee- and wildlife- friendly habitats.

M TT, WCC

34 Promote the preparation of an inter-county Lough Ree Biodiversity/
Management Plan, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

M
NPWS, WCC, Longford CC, 
Roscommon CC

35
Promote the preparation of an inter-county Shannon Callows 
Biodiversity/Management Plan, subject to compliance with the Habitats 
Directive.

M
NPWS, WCC, Offaly CC, 
Roscommon CC
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CHAPTER 6 ACTIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY

# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

PRoTECTING AND DEVELoPING THE ECoLoGICAL NETWoRK

1* Identify Core Nature Conservation Sites. S
NPWS, Coillte, WI, IFI, 
IPCC & other NGOs 

2* Identify Nature Development Areas where opportunity for habitat 
improvement exists.

M
NPWS, Coillte, WI, IFI, 
IPCC, other NGOs

3*
Identify, promote, establish and protect wildlife corridors along the rivers 
and canals outside of Natura 2000 sites.

L WI, IFI, NPWS

4*

Identify and protect existing hedgerow corridors including associated 
grassy verges and promote new corridors between eskers, where it can be 
demonstrated that resultant development will not have a negative impact 
on Natura 2000 sites.

M
NPWS, HLAI, Teagasc, 
WCC

5*

Identify existing and investigate the potential to establish new 
ecological corridors and stepping stones between larger areas of 
natural or semi-natural habitats, especially Natura 2000 designated sites, 
subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

M WCC

6*
Seek to expand and connect existing woodlands through new policy 
initiatives, where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will 
not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

L NPWS, Coillte, NWT, WoI

7*

Seek to expand Demense woodlands and promote and carry out 
woodland enhancement works (including nestbox schemes) in Demesnes 
in cooperation with landowners, where it can be demonstrated that 
resultant development will not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 
sites.

L BWI, BCI, NWT, WoI 

8*
Develop guidelines regarding creation of buffer zones around Core 
Nature Conservation Sites, Nature Development Areas and ecological 
corridors, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S WCC

9*
Carry out a feasibility study regarding creation of buffer zones around 
Core Nature Conservation Sites, Nature Development Areas and ecological 
corridors.

S WCC

10*

Focus on the restoration and/or creation of natural and semi natural 
habitats in areas affected by development (settlements, roads, etc.), 
where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will not have a 
negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

S TT, WCC

11* Seek to extend the Shannon Callows Breeding Waders Project to 
Athlone, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S BWI, NPWS

12*
Liaise with quarry owners to protect and enhance wildlife habitats within 
quarry sites.

S WCC, An Taisce

13*
Prepare policy and guidance for afteruse of cutaway and cutover 
bogs, gravel pits and quarries for consideration of the Strategic Policy 
Committee, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S NPWS, BnM, IPCC

14*
Prepare a strategic plan to prevent illegal dumping, with particular 
emphasis on vehicle access, whilst not restricting public access to sites 
of biodiversity, amenity and recreational value. 

S BnM, Coillte, WCC, NPWS

15*

Ensure the appropriate siting of electric power lines, overhead cables 
and wind turbines, in order to protect areas of high biodiversity and 
important bird flight paths, where it can be demonstrated that resultant 
development will not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

M BWI, BCI, WCC, NPWS
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# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

16*

Promote mechanical hedgerow cutting only by operators who have 
achieved the Teagasc proficiency standard MT 1302 – Mechanical Hedge 
Trimming or equivalent and to ensure hedge laying is carried put only by 
operators who hold City & Guilds AO20 or equivalent.

M HLAI, Teagasc

17* Promote the planting of new native species hedgerows on land in public 
ownership and privately owned farmland, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

M HLAI, Teagasc

18*
Retain where possible, habitats within developments including 
hedgerows. M HLAI, Teagasc

19
Seek financial support for the restoration to favourable condition of 
hedgerows of heritage value on non AEOS/ GLAS farms on an annual basis.

L WCC, HC

20 Identify and designate Quiet Areas in County Westmeath. M WCC, Local Communities

21 Prepare a Floodplains Management Plan, subject to compliance with the 
Habitats Directive.

L OPW, WI, NPWS

22 Promote wildlife friendly fences. M
DAFM, Coillte, WCC, 
Local Communities

23 Support the introduction of a ‘bag’ limit for the number of birds that 
may be hunted by any one individual, during the hunting season in SPAs.

L NPWS, Gun clubs, NARGC

24
Support banning the use of lead shot on SPAs and phasing out of lead 
shot use in wetlands, and promote the use of environmentally acceptable 
lead alternatives.

L NPWS, Gun clubs, NARGC

25 Promote and co-ordinate a Bog Spring Clean (community-based action), 
outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S IPCC, TT

26 Promote and co-ordinate an annual Royal Canal clean-up (community-
based action).

M WI

27 Enhance public owned lands for biodiversity, including the creation of 
bee and wildlife friendly habitats, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

M WCC

28 Enhance public buildings for biodiversity, including the creation of bee 
and wildlife friendly habitats.

M WCC

29
Enhance biodiversity in Mullingar Town Park in cooperation with the 
Mullingar Community College, including the creation of bee and wildlife 
friendly habitats.

L
Mullingar Community 
College, An Taisce, WCC

30
Promote the use of native plants or horticultural nectar-rich varieties in 
planting schemes in towns and villages.

M TT

31
Limit the use and control the type of herbicides and pesticides used on 
Council owned lands, with particular reference to locations adjacent to 
water courses and flowering plants.

L WCC

32
Identify viable locations and prepare Habitat Management Plans for the 
creation and maintenance of species rich meadows on Council owned 
lands, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S TT, WCC

33 Work with local businesses to enhance company grounds for Biodiversity, 
including the creation of bee- and wildlife- friendly habitats.

M TT, WCC

34 Promote the preparation of an inter-county Lough Ree Biodiversity/
Management Plan, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

M
NPWS, WCC, Longford CC, 
Roscommon CC

35
Promote the preparation of an inter-county Shannon Callows 
Biodiversity/Management Plan, subject to compliance with the Habitats 
Directive.

M
NPWS, WCC, Offaly CC, 
Roscommon CC
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CHAPTER 6 ACTIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY

# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

PRoTECTING AND DEVELoPING THE ECoLoGICAL NETWoRK

1* Identify Core Nature Conservation Sites. S
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Identify, promote, establish and protect wildlife corridors along the rivers 
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Identify and protect existing hedgerow corridors including associated 
grassy verges and promote new corridors between eskers, where it can be 
demonstrated that resultant development will not have a negative impact 
on Natura 2000 sites.

M
NPWS, HLAI, Teagasc, 
WCC

5*

Identify existing and investigate the potential to establish new 
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natural or semi-natural habitats, especially Natura 2000 designated sites, 
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M WCC
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Seek to expand and connect existing woodlands through new policy 
initiatives, where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will 
not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

L NPWS, Coillte, NWT, WoI

7*

Seek to expand Demense woodlands and promote and carry out 
woodland enhancement works (including nestbox schemes) in Demesnes 
in cooperation with landowners, where it can be demonstrated that 
resultant development will not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 
sites.

L BWI, BCI, NWT, WoI 

8*
Develop guidelines regarding creation of buffer zones around Core 
Nature Conservation Sites, Nature Development Areas and ecological 
corridors, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S WCC

9*
Carry out a feasibility study regarding creation of buffer zones around 
Core Nature Conservation Sites, Nature Development Areas and ecological 
corridors.

S WCC

10*

Focus on the restoration and/or creation of natural and semi natural 
habitats in areas affected by development (settlements, roads, etc.), 
where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will not have a 
negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

S TT, WCC

11* Seek to extend the Shannon Callows Breeding Waders Project to 
Athlone, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S BWI, NPWS

12*
Liaise with quarry owners to protect and enhance wildlife habitats within 
quarry sites.

S WCC, An Taisce

13*
Prepare policy and guidance for afteruse of cutaway and cutover 
bogs, gravel pits and quarries for consideration of the Strategic Policy 
Committee, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S NPWS, BnM, IPCC

14*
Prepare a strategic plan to prevent illegal dumping, with particular 
emphasis on vehicle access, whilst not restricting public access to sites 
of biodiversity, amenity and recreational value. 

S BnM, Coillte, WCC, NPWS

15*

Ensure the appropriate siting of electric power lines, overhead cables 
and wind turbines, in order to protect areas of high biodiversity and 
important bird flight paths, where it can be demonstrated that resultant 
development will not have a negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

M BWI, BCI, WCC, NPWS
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# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

MoNIToRING AND RESEARCH

36*
Prepare a Peatland Management Plan for the county, in conjunction 
with all relevant stakeholders and subject to compliance with the 
Habitats Directive.

S NPWS, BnM, IPCC

37*
Liaise with Bord na Móna in regard to peatlands conservation and 
restoration policies, biodiversity and other elements of the natural 
heritage (e.g. migrating birds, bats) of peatlands within the county.

S BnM

38*
Produce an up-to-date non-native invasive species report for County 
Westmeath and present to the planning SPC of Westmeath County 
Council.

S ISI, NPWS, NBDC

39* Establish a site inventory of important geological and natural heritage 
sites outside of designated areas in county Westmeath.

L GSI, WCC

40* Assess the gaps in knowledge of Westmeath natural heritage and make 
recommendations in this regard.

S NPWS, NBDC, NGOs, WCC

41*
Organise a volunteers-based county habitat survey in order to identify 
and establish Local Biodiversity Areas in cooperation with local 
community groups and schools.

L
Green Schools, 
Community Groups

42*
Conduct an audit of the nature conservation value of Local Authority 
owned and managed land; identify opportunities for protecting and 
enhancing biodiversity at these sites.

L WCC

43*
Provide and maintain ecological and heritage datasets for inclusion on 
the Heritage Council website. http://heritagemaps.biodiversityireland.
ie/#/Map

S WCC

44* Create a template for Habitat Management Plans. M NPWS

45*
Review County Westmeath Hedgerow Survey (2005) and survey existing 
hedgerows in the county in accordance with the Hedgerow Appraisal 
System.

L WCC, WoI, HLAI

46* Promote the preparation of community based Local Biodiversity Plans as 
part of the Westmeath Biodiversity Action Plan.

L WCC, Local Communities

47* Map Japanese knotweed locations in Mullingar and prepare a Japanese 
knotweed Management/Eradication Plan for the town.

S ISI, WCC

48*
Prepare a Non-native Invasive Species Management Plan for County 
Westmeath.

M ISI, WCC

49 Prepare a Non-Native Invasive Species Management/Eradication Plan 
for Belvedere, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

M ISI, WCC

50
Prepare a guidance document on the issue of Non-Native Invasive Species 
for quarries and places where stone, gravel, sand and such construction 
materials are stored - for both private and Local Authority owned sites.

M ISI, WCC

51 Retrospectively monitor hedgerows referred to in Planning Consents. L WCC
52 Request submissions seeking Tree Preservation orders in the county. S WCC

53

Consult with NPWS in regard to any roofing works proposed for buildings 
including Protected Structures which are known swift breeding sites to 
ensure that Common swift (Apus apus) nest sites will not be lost during 
renovation/ demolition works.

S NPWS

54 Request that Bat and Badger Sett Surveys are carried out before 
developments proceed on green field sites.

S
NPWS, Badger Watch, 
BCI, IWT

55 Develop Town Biodiversity Plans for Mullingar and Athlone. M TT, WCC

56
Prepare and implement a Management Plan for County Council owned 
lands at Portlick, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

S NPWS, WCC
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CHAPTER 6 ACTIONS FOR BIODIVERSITY

# 
PRIORITY * ACTION TIME 

SPAN
PROPOSED 
PARTNERS

57
Prepare and implement a Management Plan for the County Council owned 
lands at Coolure Demesne.

S
NPWS, Local Community, 
WCC

58 Develop ecological management guidelines for golf courses. S WCC

59 Prepare an information leaflet on light pollution and its biodiversity 
impacts and to identify Dark Areas in County Westmeath.

M BCI, TT, Dark Sky Ireland

60
Monitor both surface and ground waters on nutrient sensitive SAC’s on a 
regular basis in an attempt to prevent and eliminate eutrophication, in 
particular Lough Owel and Scragh Bog.

M
WI, IFI, NPWS, WCC, 
Irish Water

61
Encourage Post-graduate students to research Westmeath natural 
heritage. This will include organising a competition for the best Masters 
and Doctoral thesis on Westmeath biodiversity.

M Third Level Institutions

62 Promote and support biodiversity research projects relevant to County 
Westmeath.

M
NPWS, NGOs, Green 
Schools, Third Level 
Institutions

63 Carry out a feasibility study regarding the restoration of peatland sites 
of conservation concern.

L
NPWS, BnM, IPCC, WCC, 
Offaly CC, Meath CC 

64 Carry out a feasibility study on marketing of produce from lands 
included in the ecological network.

L WCC, LEO, Teagasc

RAISING AWARENESS

65* Develop and promote a County Westmeath Biodiversity Website. S WCC

66* Examine the feasibility of running a Biological Record Centre for County 
Westmeath. 

L WCC, HC, NBDC

67* Develop an awareness campaign to highlight the issue of dumping 
domestic, garden and farm waste in woodland and bogs.

S
IPCC, BnM, Coillte, An 
Taisce

68 Deliver biodiversity training for County Council staff; including 
planners, engineers, Elected Members and other key personnel.

S WCC

69
Prepare guidance documents on best practice for a range of 
conservation issues e.g. hedgerow management, invasive species, 
herbicide use.

S WCC, HLAI

70
Prepare guidance documents on best practice for biodiversity issues in 
extant quarries. M NPWS, WCC

71 Organise biodiversity training/information events for community 
groups, AEOS/GLAS participants, landowners and development agencies.

M
NPWS, An Taisce, IPCC, 
ISI, other NGOs

72 Support demonstration days on farms to show good farming practice in 
relation to riparian corridors and hedgerow management.

M Teagasc, IFA

73
Prepare guidance document to encourage farmers and landowners to 
assign areas of land to promote the growth of wild plants and flowering 
trees for pollinator conservation.

S DAFM, WCC

74
Prepare guidance document for landowners whose land or part thereof, 
falls within a designated conservation site, or lands containing rare and 
endangered species.

M NPWS

75
Prepare a guidance document for farmers on the effects of badger sett 
disturbance and change of farming practices on bovine tuberculosis 
spread among cattle.

S
DAFM, NPWS IWT, Badger 
Watch

76
Prepare an integrated plan for Westmeath Town Parks and Public Spaces 
in the context of the Green City Guidelines 2008.

S TT, WCC

77
Seek to implement the Guidance for the Care, Conservation and Recording 
of Historic Graveyards (Heritage Council, 2011) in relation to the 
management of biodiversity in graveyards and church grounds in the county.

S
OPW, National Monument 
Service, HC, Local 
Communities
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# 
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SPAN
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PARTNERS

78 Promote and support the establishment of an Ecology Centre in County 
Westmeath.

L
WCC, DES, NPWS, Third 
Level Institutions 

79 Liaise and work with the National Biodiversity Data Centre to raise 
awareness of biodiversity issues in the county.

S NBDC, WCC

80 Promote Westmeath natural heritage through social media and local 
media.

S WCC

81 Prepare on-line resources for schools on key biodiversity sites in 
Westmeath.

M
An Taisce, IPCC, Notice 
Nature (NPWS), other 
NGO’s

82
Support Tidy Towns groups in the county and promote the “wildlife and 
natural amenities” aspect of the competition.

S TT, WCC

83 Promote the set-up of a ‘Westmeath Bee Awareness Group’ to promote 
information and best practice in relation to dealing with bees.

M WCC, HC

84 Promote the socio-economic benefits of habitats conservation, 
especially hedgerows, wetlands, peatland.

M
An Taisce, Teagasc, 
HLAI, IPCC

85 Promote biodiversity events for the public including holding a minimum 
of four biodiversity events each year.

S WCC, NGOs, NPWS

86 Support, promote and liaise with nature conservation groups active in 
County Westmeath.

S WCC

87 Provide signage and information boards, where possible, at all sites of 
conservation importance and at designated wetland sites in the county.

S NPWS, WCC

88 Enable school groups to participate in guided tours in Belvedere 
Gardens free of charge.

S WCC

89 Promote and expand the delivery of the Green Schools Programme in 
the county.

M
Green Schools, An 
Taisce, DES

90
Establish a Natural Heritage/ Biodiversity section relating to the county 
in the Local Studies Section of the County Library in cooperation with 
the Library Service.

S County Library, WCC

91 Support and promote the development of Green Infrastructure 
throughout the county.

L WCC

92 Promote walking trails throughout the county, subject to compliance 
with the Habitats Directive.

L

LNT, National Trails 
Office, WCC, Longford 
CC, Cavan CC,Offaly CC, 
Roscommon CC

93
Establish Bog Trails to promote conservation of peatland habitats, 
where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will not have a 
negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

L
IPCC, Coillte, An Taisce, 
DES 

94 Identify, promote and protect existing accessible biodiversity hotspots 
in Westmeath, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S WCC

95
Promote awareness of the biodiversity value of the north of the county, 
including the Lakelands region.

L
IFI, NPWS, WCC, Fáilte 
Ireland

96
Promote awareness of the biodiversity value of Lough Owel as one of the 
best examples of a large, spring-fed calcareous lake in the country with 
an unusually low number of angiosperm macrophytes. 

S  IFI, NPWS

97
Seek to establish the Esker Geopark in conjunction with Offaly County 
Council, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

L GSI, WCC, Offaly CC

98 Promote buying wood from sustainable forestry only. M Coillte, WCC

99 Promote the production and use of peat-free compost. M
IPCC, Local garden and 
horticultural outlets, 
BnM
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GENERAL

100 Seek to recruit a  Biodiversity offi cer in  Westmeath County Council. S WCC

101
Ensure that account is taken of impacts on biodiversity in the 
consideration of projects for funding under Rural Development 
Programmes.

S WCC

102 Ensure that biodiversity is incorporated into the forthcoming Local 
Economic and Community Plans for Westmeath from the outset.

S WCC
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78 Promote and support the establishment of an Ecology Centre in County 
Westmeath.

L
WCC, DES, NPWS, Third 
Level Institutions 

79 Liaise and work with the National Biodiversity Data Centre to raise 
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S NBDC, WCC

80 Promote Westmeath natural heritage through social media and local 
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S WCC

81 Prepare on-line resources for schools on key biodiversity sites in 
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M
An Taisce, IPCC, Notice 
Nature (NPWS), other 
NGO’s
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Support Tidy Towns groups in the county and promote the “wildlife and 
natural amenities” aspect of the competition.

S TT, WCC

83 Promote the set-up of a ‘Westmeath Bee Awareness Group’ to promote 
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84 Promote the socio-economic benefits of habitats conservation, 
especially hedgerows, wetlands, peatland.

M
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85 Promote biodiversity events for the public including holding a minimum 
of four biodiversity events each year.
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87 Provide signage and information boards, where possible, at all sites of 
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S NPWS, WCC

88 Enable school groups to participate in guided tours in Belvedere 
Gardens free of charge.

S WCC

89 Promote and expand the delivery of the Green Schools Programme in 
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M
Green Schools, An 
Taisce, DES

90
Establish a Natural Heritage/ Biodiversity section relating to the county 
in the Local Studies Section of the County Library in cooperation with 
the Library Service.

S County Library, WCC

91 Support and promote the development of Green Infrastructure 
throughout the county.

L WCC

92 Promote walking trails throughout the county, subject to compliance 
with the Habitats Directive.

L

LNT, National Trails 
Office, WCC, Longford 
CC, Cavan CC,Offaly CC, 
Roscommon CC

93
Establish Bog Trails to promote conservation of peatland habitats, 
where it can be demonstrated that resultant development will not have a 
negative impact on Natura 2000 sites.

L
IPCC, Coillte, An Taisce, 
DES 

94 Identify, promote and protect existing accessible biodiversity hotspots 
in Westmeath, outside of Natura 2000 sites.

S WCC

95
Promote awareness of the biodiversity value of the north of the county, 
including the Lakelands region.

L
IFI, NPWS, WCC, Fáilte 
Ireland

96
Promote awareness of the biodiversity value of Lough Owel as one of the 
best examples of a large, spring-fed calcareous lake in the country with 
an unusually low number of angiosperm macrophytes. 

S  IFI, NPWS

97
Seek to establish the Esker Geopark in conjunction with Offaly County 
Council, subject to compliance with the Habitats Directive.

L GSI, WCC, Offaly CC

98 Promote buying wood from sustainable forestry only. M Coillte, WCC

99 Promote the production and use of peat-free compost. M
IPCC, Local garden and 
horticultural outlets, 
BnM
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GENERAL

100 Seek to recruit a  Biodiversity offi cer in  Westmeath County Council. S WCC

101
Ensure that account is taken of impacts on biodiversity in the 
consideration of projects for funding under Rural Development 
Programmes.

S WCC

102 Ensure that biodiversity is incorporated into the forthcoming Local 
Economic and Community Plans for Westmeath from the outset.

S WCC
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Appendix 2  
Membership of Westmeath Heritage Forum 2017- 23

Sector Name  Association

Local Government Andrew Duncan  - Chair  Cllr Mullingar MD

Local Government Tom Farrell Cllr Athlone MD

Local Government Una D’arcy Cllr Mullingar MD

Local Government Bernie Leavy Westmeath Community Development

Local Authority Orla McGann Acting Snr Planner WCC

Local Authority Melanie McQuade Heritage Officer 

Government Department Triona Finnen  National Parks and Wildlife Service 

Government Department Therese Kelly  National Parks and Wildlife Service

Government Department Marc Ritchie/ Architectural Heritage Advisory Unit 
 Nicola Matthews Department Cultural Heritage Gaeltacht

Semi-state Body Brendan Connolly Teagsc

Government Agency Dermot Broughan/ Inland Fisheries Ireland 
 Martin Moffatt

Land owner Conor English Coillte

Education Seamus O’Brien NAPD – National Association of Principals 
  and Deputy Principals

Agriculture Kenneth Bray  Irish Farmers Association 

Heritage Group Ruth Illingworth Westmeath Archaeological 
  and Historical Society

Heritage Group Tom O’Callaghan Birdwatch Ireland

Community Basil Mannion  Local Area Water and 
  Communities Officer (LAWCO)

Community Kevin Brady PPN Mullingar MD

Community Catherine Ivers PPN Athlone MD

Community Aidan Walsh Museum Sector/archaeology 

Community Norman Black Church of Ireland
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Appendix3  
Glossary of terms
All Ireland Pollinator Plan 2015-2020: A shared plan of action led by the National Biodiversity Data Centre and 
supported by multiple agencies to collectively protect Irish pollinators and the service they provide into the future. 

Appropriate Assessment (AA): Under Article 6 of the Habitats Directive, an Appropriate Assessment must be carried 
out to determine if impacts on important conservation areas, including Special Areas of Conservation and Special 
Protection Areas, are likely as a result of plans or projects. These include County Development Plans, Local Area Plans 
or any other regional planning guidelines, as well as project-level developments.

Archaeology: The study of our past through material remains that include artefacts and monuments. Monuments 
include castles, tower houses, ringforts and hillforts, mounds, cairns, stone circles and other less visible types which 
may occur largely below the surface eg. burnt mounts/ fulachta fiadh.

Architectural Conservation Areas (ACAs): An Architectural Conservation Area (ACA) is a place, area, group of structures 
or townscape, taking account of building lines and heights, that is of special architectural, historical, archaeological, 
artistic, cultural, scientific or technical interest or that contributes to the appreciation of a protected structure, 
and whose character it is an objective of a development plan to preserve (as set out in section 81 of the Planning & 
Development Act 2000 as amended). For a list of ACAs in Co. Westmeath refer to the County Development Plan.

Archive: The accumulated materials and records created or received by a person, family or public or private organisation, 
preserved because of the enduring value contained therein or as evidence of the functions and responsibilities of 
their creator, especially those materials using the principles of provenance, original order and collective control. They 
can come in a range of formats, including written, photographic, maps, moving images, sound, analogue, digital and 
electronic.

Biodiversity: The variability among living organisms on the earth, including the variability within and between species, 
or within and between ecosystems.

Biodiversity hotspots: Sites that contain good examples of habitats and/or species of county importance and also the 
best examples in the county of more widespread habitats.

Buffer Zone: An area enclosing other elements of an ecological network with some restrictions regarding land usage, 
which are established to ensure the integrity and protection of these elements. 

Conservation Plan: A comprehensive description of the significance of a place that sets out appropriate policies to 
enable that significance to be retained in its future use. Conservation Plans may be produced for buildings, structures, 
monuments or landscapes and are a recognised tool for ensuring that multiple heritage values are considered in any 
future uses, alterations, or developments.

Core Nature Conservation Site: An area of high biodiversity value, e.g. protected site

Cultural Heritage: An expression of the ways of living developed by a community and passed on from generation to 
generation, including customs, practices, places, objects, artistic expressions and values. Cultural Heritage is often 
expressed as either Intangible or Tangible Cultural Heritage (ICOMOS, 2002).

Cutaway bog: Bog completely exploited for industrial peat extraction

Cutover bog: Bog from which peat has been cut; the ‘cutover’ is gradually re-colonised by plants, shrubs and trees and 
may develop a rich variety of wildlife.

Demense: Part of the historic estate associated with a country house which was reserved for the personal use and 
enjoyment of the owner.

Ecological Corridor: A linear linkage between areas with similar habitats, e.g. river valleys; treeline forests; riparian 
forests; hedgerows; banks of streams; canals and rivers; roadsides and field margins, and all kinds of linear waters.

Folklore: Traditional beliefs, customs and stories of a community, passed through generations by word of mouth.

Folly: Unusual structure, which serves no obvious useful purpose constructed primarily for decoration.

Geology: The study of the planet Earth as a whole or in part: the materials of which it is made, the processes that act 
and have acted upon these materials and the products and structures formed by such actions.

Green Infrastructure: The principle of creating a network which integrates nature and natural processes into planning 
and spatial development. A Green Infrastructure Strategy is a strategically planned network of natural and semi-
natural areas with other environmental features designed and managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services 
in both rural and urban settings.
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Green Schools: An international education programme promoting and acknowledging responsible behaviour among 
schoolchildren and the wider community towards the environment. The Green Schools programme is managed by An 
Taisce and is run in co-operation with local authorities.

Habitat: The ecological environment in which particular organisms and communities thereof thrive.

Habitats Directive: The EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) was transposed into Irish Law in the European Union 
(Natural Habitats) Regulations, in 1997. This directive, on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and 
flora, list sites which must be protected. The directive lists (Annex 1) certain habitats that must be protected through 
the establishment of Special Areas of Conservation. The directive also lists (Annex 2) species, which must be afforded 
protection. The directive seeks to establish “Natura 2000”, a network of protected areas throughout the European 
Community. 

Heritage: Heritage is set out in the Heritage Act 1995 as including the following – archaeological objects, monuments, 
architectural heritage, flora and fauna, landscapes, wildlife habitats, seascapes, wrecks, geology, heritage gardens 
and parks, inland waterways and heritage objects.

Heritage Council: The Heritage Council was established as a statutory body under the Heritage Act 1995. Its role is 
to propose policies and priorities for the identification, protection, preservation and enhancement of the national 
heritage. It is also charged with the responsibility to promote interest, education, knowledge and pride in the national 
heritage.

Heritage in Schools scheme: Operated by the INTO and The Heritage Council, this scheme offers a panel of heritage 
specialists who visit primary schools to work directly with children on heritage topics.

Heritage Objects: Objects over 25-years-old which are works of art or of industry (including books, documents and 
other records, including genealogical records) of cultural importance.

Heritage Officer: A person employed within a local authority who seeks to promote interest, education, knowledge 
and pride in the natural and cultural heritage of a local authority area. The Heritage Officer Programme represents a 
partnership between the Heritage Council and the Local Authority.

Lough Swedy, Ballymore (photo by Melanie McQuade)
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Intangible Cultural Heritage: UNESCO defines intangible cultural heritage as the practise, representations, 
expressions, knowledge, skills – as well as the the instruments, objects, artefacts and cultural spaces associated 
therewith – that communities, groups and, in some cases, individuals recognise as part of their cultural heritage. It 
is transmitted from generation to generation, constantly recreated by communities and groups in response to their 
environment, their interaction with nature and their history, and provides them with a sense of identity and continuity, 
thus promoting respect for cultural diversity and human creativity.

Invasive Species: Species of plants or animals which have been introduced to a new territory outside their natural 
range. In the absence of natural controls such as predators or diseases, they have proliferated to such an extent that 
they cause environmental, health or economic problems.

Landscape Areas: Sites, vistas and features of scenic, archaeological, geological, historical, ecological or scientific 
interest.

Local Authority Waters and Communities Office (LAWCO): This office has been established by Local Authorities to 
promote public awareness, participation and knowledge-sharing in the development and application of the River 
Basin Management Plan.

Nature Development Area: An area where nature conservation can be combined with existing land use such as 
farming, quarries, golf courses, forestry etc.

Natural Heritage Area (NHA): Natural Heritage Areas protect sites of wildlife importance on a national level. The 
Wildlife Amendment Act 2000 provides the statutory basis for which these sites can be designated and protected. This 
process is still ongoing, the undesignated sites are known as proposed NHAs (pNHA). Some NHAs may also include 
SAC and SPA designations.

NPWS National Parks and Wildlife Service (NPWS): Part of the Department of the Culture, Heritage & the Gaeltacht, 
the NPWS manages the Irish State’s nature conservation responsibilities under National and European law. NPWS is 
charged with the conservation of a range of ecosystems and populations of flora and fauna in Ireland. They are also 
responsible for designation and protection of Special Areas of Conservation (SACs), Special Protection Areas (SPAs), 
and Natural Heritage Areas (NHAs).

Oral History: The collection and study of historical information using recordings of interviews with people having 
personal knowledge of past events.

Protected Structure: A structure, or part of a structure, that a planning authority considers to be of special interest 
from an architectural, historical, archaeological, artistic, cultural, scientific, social or technical point of view.

Quiet areas: As defined by EC Environmental Noise Directive (2002), are not silent, but rather undisturbed by unwanted 
or harmful outdoor sound created by human activities (i.e. environmental noise). Harmful sounds are those that 
interfere with human health; many animals are similarly affected by these sounds in a negative way.

Record of Protected Structures (RPS): A list of Protected Structures compiled by a planning authority and listed in the 
Development Plan.

Special Area of Conservation (SAC): Special Areas of Conservation (SAC) are prime wildlife conservation areas in the 
country, considered to be important on a European as well as Irish level. The legal basis on which SACs are selected and 
designated is the EU Habitats Directive (92/43/EEC) transposed into Irish law in European Union (Natural Habitats) 
Regulations of 1997. The Directive lists (Annex 1) certain habitats that must be protected within SACs. There is also a 
list (Annex 2) of species, which must be afforded protection. The Directive seeks to establish “Natura 2000” a network 
of protected areas throughout the European Community, and it is the responsibility of each state to designate Special 
Areas of Conservation (SACs) to protect habitats and species, and which together with the Special Protection Areas 
(SPAs) designated under the EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) form “Natura 2000”.

Special Protection Areas (SPA): Special Protection Areas are prime areas of importance to birds, both on a National 
and on a European level. The EU Birds Directive (79/409/EEC) forms the legal basis for SPAs, it was transposed into 
Irish Law by the Conservation of Wild Birds Regulations 1985. It requires member states to designate sites for rare and 
vulnerable bird species (listed on Annex 1), and migratory species. Together with SACs, SPAs form the pan european 
network “Natura 2000”.

Stepping Stones: A linear arrangement of separate habitats that create an ecological corridor, e.g. a sequence of small 
ponds.

Vernacular building: A building designed to meet local needs, using available construction materials and reflecting 
local traditions.

WCC: Westmeath County Council
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Appendix 4  
Heritage Plan Preparation Timetable

Public Consultation
(6 weeks: 8 Nov ‘17 - 20 Dec ‘17)

Heritage Forum review submissions and write draft plan
(Jan - Mar ‘18)

Public Consultation
Draft Heritage Plan (27th March - 25th April ‘18)

Review and amend Draft Plan 
following Public consultation 

Appropriate Assessment of Heritage Plan
(June ‘18)

Heritage Plan approved by Westmeath County Council
(July ‘18)
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Appendix 5  
Heritage Plan Public Consultation Process
Initial Public Consultation Process ran for six weeks from 8th November  
to 20th December 2017

Four Public meetings were held as follows:
• Castlepollard Library  16th November 2017

• Moate Library 21st November 2017

• Mullingar Library  23rd November 2017

• Athlone Library   12th December 2017

19th Century Church, Kilkenny Abbey (near Glasson) (Photo by Melanie McQuade)
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A total of 42 people attended these public meetings

Name Organisation
Stephen O’Brien
Carol Hayden Tidy Towns
John Coghlan Tidy Towns & Men’s shed
Paul O’Donovan Westmeath Topic
Maura Canty Tidy Towns - Drumcree
Mary Bartley Tidy Towns - Drumcree
Teresa Doyle Collinstown Action Group
Bill Ryan Westmeath Historical Society
David Taylor
Bridget Taylor
Cllr Frank McDermott
Sinead Fagan
Martina Griffin Moate Museum & Historical Society
John Griffin Moate Museum & Historical Society
Gerry Kerrigan Moate Museum & Historical Society
Tom Duffy Moate Museum & Historical Society
Olive Quinn Dún na Sí Heritage and Amenity Park
Nora Fagan
Therese Kinahan
Maria Fitzgerald Moate Museum & Historical Society
Anna S. Duffy
Agnes Moore Westmeath Agricultural show
Mary Murray Newtown Lawns Residents’ Association
Theresa Geoghegan Westmeath Community Development
Claire Corigan Westmeath Topic
Eugene Dunbar ETHOS (Everything Tyrrellspass Has on Show)
Norman Black
Brian Killian Westmeath Community Development
Angela Maher Mullingar Town Team
Flan Barnwell
Hillary Cunningham
Cllr Ailish Mc Manus
Seamus McCormack Goldsmith International Literary Festival
Eileen Boyce
Thomas Boyce
Eoin Sullivan
Cllr Frankie Keena Mount Temple Holy Trinity Graveyard Group
Tom Reilly
Cllr Aengus O’Rourke
Eamon Doyle
Paul Mulvey
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Coolure Amenity Area

Written submissions: a total of 49 written submissions were received during the initial period of public 
consultation and 16 written submissions were received on the Draft Heritage Plan (several groups and 
individuals made submissions at both stages).

Name Organisation
Basil Mannion Local Authority Community Water Officer Offaly, Westmeath and Laois
Bill Ryan North Westmeath Historical Society
Kevin Brady Streete and District Community Development
Norman Black Kilbixy Development Association
Dermot Bannon Westmeath Archaeological & Historical Society
Cllr Frankie Keena Mount Temple Holy Trinity Graveyard Group
Cllr Una D’arcy Pilgrim’s Trail and Tale Group
Carmel Lynham Castletown Geoghegan Community Development Group
Neil Foulkes Hedge laying Association of Ireland
Eugene Dunbar ETHOS (Everything Tyrrellspass Has on Show)
Ina Kelly ETHOS
Marie Hughes Tidy Towns -Multyfarnham
Gearoid O’Brien WCC library
Mary Duffy Collinstown Action Group
Richella Duggan Birdwatch Ireland Westmeath
Shay Hamilton Athlone No.1 Gun Battery Heritage Group; Athlone Canal Heritage 

Committee
Kathleen Lambert Active Retired Rochfortbridge
Paula Mullen Mullingar ICA
Roger Garland Keep Ireland Open
Una Doris Tourism Officer WCC
Steve Digby Shannon side cycling club
Seamus McCormack Goldsmith Country Ltd
John Seery Athlone Civic Trust (in formation)
Triona Finnen NPWS
Jack O’Sullivan An Taisce
Ger O’Connor Mullingar Tidy Towns
Bartle D’Arcy ‘Directing Tourism’
Una Egan Creative Wellbeing

Individual 
Eamon Doyle
Danny Dunne 
Paul Mulvey
Peter Wallace
John Kelly
David Gunning
Kathleen Flynn
Valerie Pakenham
Flan Barnwell
Elva Roe
Aidan Walsh
Teresa Doyle
Rosario Clinton
Jane O’Reilly
Aengus Finnegan
Thomas Pakenham
Ciaran Geoghegan
Terry McCague
Eoin Sullivan
Stephan O’Brien
Geraldine Merrifield
Hugh O’Neill
Sinead Fagan
Eadaoin O’Flaherty
Jason McKevitt
Michael Kelleghan
Michael Cummins
Patrick Lyons
John Nooney
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